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COVID-19 and Reopening of Schools  
Frequently Asked Questions for Employees 

rev. July 28, 2020 
 
The below question and answer document serves to address questions and concerns regarding issues 
related to COVID-19 and the reopening of schools. The District’s plan as related to COVID-19 is 
based on NYS Guidance that outlines the mandatory steps schools must take in response to COVID-
19. PCSD will monitor and adjust the plan in response to changes in guidance from NYS as they 
occur.  
 
Please remember, this is a temporary situation, and while school and life as we know it is has 
changed, we will get through this together.  
 
NOTE: This document will be updated regularly. The most recent version of this Q&A 
can always be found on the PCSD COVID-19 sub website at 
https://www.pittsfordschools.org/COVID-19INFORMATION 
 
What are the protocols for staff members’ daily health screenings? 
Staff members are required to fill out the daily health screening survey before coming to work, 
located on the District website at https://www.pittsfordschools.org/Page/24957  
 
Are cloth facemasks acceptable face coverings? 
Per the NYSDOH Guidance, acceptable face coverings include, but are not limited, to cloth-based 
face coverings (e.g. homemade sewn, quick cut, bandana) and surgical masks that cover both the 
mouth and nose. 
 
How will Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) be purchased and distributed? 
The District’s Business Office has been working with various vendors the last several months to 
secure the inventory of a standard of type of PPE and assure (as best they can) a continued supply.  
The District has established a Central Inventory for masks, gloves, sanitizer and medically approved 
cleaning products. These resources can be obtained through your regular order process, school 
principal or department manager. 
 
As a public school district, supplies are purchased with taxpayer funds, and with the increase in 
COVID cases throughout the country, supply is becoming more difficult to obtain. "Taking a bunch 
home" or giving them away to other entities may seem compassionate, however, it is a gift of 
taxpayer funds which is in violation of Board Policy and could place us in a position of inadequate 
supply.  
 
Should teachers use markings on floors to ensure social distancing? 
The latest guidance suggests that markings on floors (tape, stickers etc.) could serve as traps for 
germs, and if used, the frequent disinfecting/cleaning process will render their term of usefulness 
very short.  
 
Please consider other options such as posters and signs on walls. Feel free to contact Jeff Beardsley, 
Director of Maintenance, Operations and Security, at jeffrey_beardsley@pittsford.monroe.edu to 
review options and discuss suggestions. The CDC website has many suggested signs for various 
purposes that can be printed, and the Instructional Materials Center has always been an excellent 
resource.  
 

https://www.pittsfordschools.org/COVID-19INFORMATION
https://www.pittsfordschools.org/Page/24957
mailto:jeffrey_beardsley@pittsford.monroe.edu
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
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Why are pods and cohorts important? 

 They reduce the number of people you come into contact with 

 They allow for better contact tracing should someone become ill 

Can a family choose not to send their child(ren) to school if they are concerned about 
COVID-19? 
Families have the option of choosing remote learning for their children. However, once a model of 
instruction is chosen, parents will need to commit to that model for one full semester. 
 
What steps are schools taking for cleaning and disinfection? Cleaning and disinfection 
throughout the school buildings (and buses when school reopens) is ongoing. In addition, custodians 
have verified each classroom is equipped with a cleaner for wiping down surfaces, and additional 
cleaning products have been stocked. 
 
How is Re Juv Nal ®, the hospital-grade cleaner, being used in the schools?  
Use of this product is limited to times when students are not in the classroom and is kept out of reach 
of children. These are the procedures for using Re Juv Nal:  

1) For general contact surfaces (desks, countertops, etc.):  
a. Spray a mist of cleaner 6-8 inches from surface. 
b. Wait 10 minutes for the product to dry. 
c. Wipe any liquid that hasn’t dried before students touch surface.  

 
2) For surfaces where food is consumed: 

a. Spray a mist of cleaner 6-8” from surface 
b. Wait 10 minutes for the product to dry. 
c. Wipe any liquid that hasn’t dried before students touch surface.  
d. Wipe with wet paper towel to rinse surface. 

Can Clorox wipes be used to disinfect surfaces? 
Clorox Wipes and similar products are not part of the District's approved standard cleaning protocol. 
Similar to last year, the Operations and Maintenance Department will have spray bottles of the two 
approved products and toweling in each room. These products kill more than 99% of germs on 
contact, produce less waste, and minimize the likelihood of an infected wipe being handled by 
someone else if it left on a surface or in the trash. More information and training for all staff will be 
available shortly. 
 
What can I do to help prevent illness?  
The same steps you take to reduce the spread of flu or other respiratory illnesses are key tools for 
reducing the spread of coronavirus.  

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds (the length of the “Happy 
Birthday” song from beginning to end, twice). If soap and water are not available, use an 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer.  

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
 Stay home when you are sick. 
 Cover your cough or sneeze with your sleeve or a tissue (then throw the tissue in the trash). 
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
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Do all PCSD buildings meet or exceed ventilation requirements for the reopening of 
schools?  
NYSED Guidance is clear that school HVAC systems are designed far beyond typical public 
standards. Schools that have had renovations in the last 20 years have systems approved by Facilities 
Planning that exceed the standards for COVID-19. For that reason the guidance also states that the 
installation of different filtration systems (higher MERV filters or HEPA filters, for example) into our 
systems, is NOT APPROVED because the filters actually decrease airflow below approved design 
limits will burn out motors which results in zero airflow.  
 
What is the general roadmap for instruction? 
Teams of teachers have been working together since late last spring to identify and plan for the 
learning gaps that can be expected as a result of last year’s emergency COVID-remote instruction. 
Curriculum will be adjusted, as necessary, to allow for additional time to fill those gaps while still 
providing students with an engaging and rigorous experience with their current grade level 
curriculum. Using information gathered from the use of frequent, informal pre-assessments, 
teachers will be able to target areas needing additional whole group, small group, or individual 
remediation. Formative feedback strategies will be used, as always, to assist students in making 
progress towards their learning targets. Students will continue to receive a report card that will 
reflect their continued progress towards meeting grade level standards and expectations.  
 
Will specials still be offered at the elementary level? 
A modified schedule of special area instruction will be developed once we have a clear sense of the 
numbers of students who will be attending in-school instruction, and therefore how we need to 
deploy our staff to provide adequate support and supervision to all students throughout the day.  
 
Will electives still be offered at the secondary level? 
Students participating in our hybrid model will follow their typical schedule, inclusive of elective 
offerings. Students who choose to learn remotely, rather than in our hybrid model, may have a 
reduced selection of elective offerings in which they are able to participate depending on staff 
availability. 
 
What will a typical day look like? 
At the elementary level, students will arrive at school and report to their designated learning 
space. Students from one “homeroom” may be reporting to two different spaces, depending on the 
configuration in each building. In order to accommodate all students being in the building a variety 
of spaces beyond typical classrooms, will be utilized. These spaces may include rooms that are 
typically reserved for art, music, and science instruction, libraries, computer labs, gymnasiums, 
auditoriums, and/or cafeterias. All available staff members are being deployed to assist classroom 
teachers in supervising and supporting learning throughout the day. Classroom teachers will 
continue to be responsible for planning and implementing instruction for all of their students; 
however students will spend time working under the supervision of an adult (another teacher or a 
paraprofessional) other than their classroom teacher. A modified schedule of special area instruction 
(art, music, physical education, library, and 4/5 science) will be provided to students on a rotating 
basis. Students will most likely need to eat lunch in their learning space. Frequent mask breaks need 
to be built into the day, including opportunities to take students outside for learning experiences, as 
well as for daily recess. 
 
At the middle level, on the days that students report to school, they will arrive at school and go 
directly to their designated learning space. Middle school teams will be spread out among six or 
seven different learning spaces and students will stay in these spaces with their cohort for much of 
the day. English, math, and social studies teachers will come to the students; students will travel for 
some science instruction when it is necessary to access lab equipment. Students will also travel for 
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World Language and special area instruction. Students will eat lunch in their assigned learning 
space. Frequent mask breaks will be built into the day. There will be no extracurricular clubs or 
activities taking place after school. 
At the high schools, on the days that students report to school, they will arrive at school and go 
directly to their homeroom or first period class. Students will follow their typical schedule. Desks in 
each classroom will be spread out to allow for social distancing to take place. Campus will be closed; 
all students will be assigned to study halls rather than given a “free period” and students will not be 
allowed to leave campus for lunch. Additional spaces, beyond the Commons, will be set up in order to 
provide for appropriate social distancing during lunch periods. Frequent mask breaks will be built 
into the day. There will be no extracurricular clubs or activities taking place after school. 
In an effort to reduce close contact, middle school and high school students will not use lockers. They 
will keep their belongings with them throughout the day.  
 
On the days that middle and high school students are learning from home in the hybrid model, 
they will be expected to follow their typical schedule and will be required to check in with their 
teachers each period for attendance purposes, at a minimum, before progressing with their home-
based assignments. 
 
How will social distancing be maintained in hallways? 
Students will be required to wear masks when in the hallways and will be asked to maintain 
distancing to the extent possible. At the secondary level, congestion in the hallways will be 
significantly reduced by virtue of having only half of the student body present at one time. Travel 
between classes will be reduced at the middle schools, further reducing hallway congestion at that 
level. 


