
7th Grade Art  
Grid Drawing- using pencil 
 

While this assignment is not graded, you are being held accountable for this work.  
Please refer to the directions below for your two due dates. During closure, you can 

track your assignment completion progress in Infinite Campus. 
 
Project Supplies: You will need a computer or phone to view the assignment documents, 
a few sheets of 8.5 x 11 plain, white paper, a pencil, an eraser, a ruler. Optional supplies: a 
printer, sketchbook.  
 
WEEK ONE- Due 4/20/2020 
Feel free to email your teacher throughout the week, if you have questions, encounter any trouble, 
or finish early. 
 
Planning & Prep:    
 

1. Start by watching the video How to Shade with Pencil for Beginners. In this video you will 
learn the basics of creating a realistic, 3-dimensional looking drawing, through pressure 
control, how to shade smoothly, and understanding how light behaves. Please complete 
the two types of value scale (minute 1:06) and the apple drawing (minute 7:26) in this 
video as your warm-up/sketch for this project.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WR-FyUQc6I 
 
2. Learn how artists, including Chuck Close, use a grid system when drawing from a 
reference photo. A grid is primarily used to create the proper proportions of the subject in 
the reference photo, but it can also be used to enlarge the piece of artwork. Watch this short 
video for more information: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gsmjdx0ArVk 

You may want to come back to this video after you have created your own grid, next week. 
 

3. Learn more about Chuck Close by looking at the separate PDF, which was posted with 
these directions. On the paper with your value scales please write 5 things you 
discovered about Chuck Close or his artwork. 
 
 

When you are done with the above work,  
please email it to your art teacher on or before 4/20/2020. 

Feel free to continue to begin the work for week two,  
but the goal is to dedicate 1 hour per week to your artwork.  
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WEEK TWO- Due 4/27/2020 
Feel free to email your teacher throughout the week, if you have questions, encounter any trouble, 
or finish early. 
 
Directions: 

1. For your project you will be drawing ONE of the provided black and white photos. Go to 
the resources page and choose your photo now. The grid on the photo has already been 
done for you. Each grid box represents 1 inch. You could print the photograph, or work off of 
the screen.  
 
2. To begin your drawing, you will need to create a grid on a new sheet of drawing paper, 
using a ruler and pencil. You must draw LIGHTLY. These lines will get erased when 
finished. Please watch this demo video for directions on how to create your grid: 
https://youtu.be/-hT-2w7_8E4 

Use the following measurements based on your chosen photo: 

• Sports: 3 inches by 8 inches 
• Hand: 4 inches by 6 inches 
• Giraffe: 5 inches by 5 inches 
• Beach: 5 inches by 5 inches 
• Flower: 5 inches by 7 inches 

 
3. After your grid is complete, begin to create a contour line drawing of your photo. Be 
sure to always check and make sure you are working in the correct square of your grid. If 
needed, refer back to the second video from last week.   
 
4. Once your contour line drawing is complete, and you have all of your basic shapes 
drawn, gently erase your grid lines. You may want to use a pencil cap eraser or an eraser 
with an edge, this will help you to be more precise. If parts of your drawing accidently get 
erased, that it okay. While erasing, hold your paper firmly, and erase in small patches, so 
you don’t crease or rip your paper.  
 
5. The final step, which will probably take the most amount of time, is the value or shading. 
Refer back to your apple sketch, and the first video if needed. Look at your reference photo 
and look for the range of values. Areas that are jet black (shadows) will require more 
pressure, and more layering of pencil. Areas that are bright white (highlights) may need very 
little pencil applied to the paper. Match all areas to your photo, including the background. In 
addition to creating value to make your drawing look more realistic, also focus on creating 
any texture you see on your object(s) or background.  
 
 

When you are done with the above work,  
please email it to your art teacher on or before 4/27/2020. 


