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Opposing Viewpoints Research – Podcast Script Organizer 

Use your essay writing notes, writing handbook pages 5-10, and viewpoint language handout 
 to draft your podcast script in this organizer.  

Research Question Should cell phones be allowed in schools? 

Podcast episode 
introduction 

 

This is Mrs. Read with Episode 0 of the opposing viewpoints podcast 
series about the issue of cell phone use in schools. 

 

Background Smartphone use among kids has increased tremendously in recent 
years. Research has shown that 77% of middle school and 90% of high 
school kids have regular access to smartphones. The Internet is a 
necessary tool in today’s world and smartphone ownership will likely 
continue to rise. With so many students owning smartphones, they 
tend to bring them to school. On one side, the technology can be used 
for learning activities, but on the other side they can pose a big 
distraction for some kids. So, an important question to consider is 
whether or not cell phones should be allowed in schools.  

DETAILED EXPLANATION OF ISSUE 

 What is the controversy? 
How/why is it occurring? Who is 
involved? Why do people care? 
Is there anything else your 
audience should know? 

 THESIS – Your research question 
written as a statement 

VIEWPOINT A - Intro Some people believe that cell phones should be allowed in schools.  

 Introduce Viewpoint A. 

Viewpoint A – Learning These supporters believe that cell phones can help to improve learning. 
Some examples of educational uses are taking notes, keeping track of 
grades and assignments, collaborating with peers, and communicating 
with teachers.  

Also, advocates of cell phone use claim that the technology can be 
used to teach cyber safety and how to be a responsible digital citizen. 
By teaching kids on the technology they use every day, they say they 
are learning to be productive and safe with the technology. 

 Detailed explanation of  
reason (subtopic) 1 

 Evidence to support  
reason (subtopic) 1 

Viewpoint A – Safety Parents are in favor of cell phones in school too. A survey found that 
71% of parents believe kids should have mobile devices in school. They 
want their children to be able to communicate about rides and after 
school activities. More importantly, parents stated that they feel relief 
knowing their kids can contact them if there was an emergency at 
school.  

 Detailed explanation of  
reason (subtopic) 2 

 Evidence to support  
reason (subtopic) 2 

Viewpoint A – Real World Skill Lastly, supporters of cell phone use in school state that we need to 
teach kids 21st century skills. They advocate for cell phone use as a way 
to engage students in their learning while teaching them relevant 
technology skills for today’s world. They claim that we must teach kids 

 Detailed explanation of  
reason (subtopic) 3 



 Evidence to support  
reason (subtopic) 3 

on the technology of today in order to prepare them for the real world 
in which they will be living and working.  

VIEWPOINT B - Intro Those on the other side believe that cell phones should not be allowed 
in schools. 

 Introduce viewpoint B. 

Viewpoint B – Safety Critics of cell phone use in school argue that they cause conflict. They 
claim that cyberbullying incidents increase when smartphones are 
allowed. They also report that sharing of inappropriate photos and 
videos among students can cause serious health and safety concerns. 

 Detailed explanation of  
reason (subtopic) 1 

 Evidence to support  
reason (subtopic) 1 

Viewpoint B – Health In 2016, 50% of kids reported feeling addicted to their phones. Experts 
say that with so much screen time kids’ social development is 
negatively impacted. Kids report feeling isolated, anxious, and 
depressed. Opponents of school cell phone are concerned about these 
serious mental health effects. 

 Detailed explanation of  
reason (subtopic) 2 

 Evidence to support  
reason (subtopic) 2 

Viewpoint B – Distraction Finally, those who oppose cell phone use in schools state that students 
cannot handle the distraction of the phone during school. They claim 
the constant distraction impacts kids’ ability to focus on their learning. 
Also, evidence shows that many kids are not able to multitask and 
using cell phones in the classroom requires some multitasking ability.  

 Detailed explanation of  
reason (subtopic) 3 

 Evidence to support  
reason (subtopic) 3 

CONCLUSION  The question of whether or not to allow cell phones in schools is not 
likely to be answered anytime soon. Supporters believe that mobile 
technology can help with student engagement and 21st century 
learning. Opponents claim having access to that technology can be a 
big distraction in the classroom and can even cause serious social-
emotional issues. Do the benefits outweigh the consequences? It’s up 
to educators to decide how best to meet students’ needs and prepare 
them for the future.   

RE-WORDED THESIS 
 

FINAL THOUGHT FOR EACH 
VIEWPOINT. 

 

FINAL THOUGHT FOR THE OVERALL 
TOPIC OF YOUR RESEARCH. 

 

1. Write thesis statement (re-state research question as a statement) as last sentence of 

background.  

2. Write conclusion to include: 

a. Re-worded thesis statement 

b. Summarize viewpoint a 

c. Summarize viewpoint b 

d. Final thought – leave your audience with something to think about. 


