

PITTSFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Curricular Area:  
Course and Grade:  Library 	Unit:  Research (English 7, CRMS)	Time for this Unit:  

End of Unit Evidence of Learning (The Student Will Demonstrate the Ability to …..):   
Students will demonstrate the ability to select appropriate sources, construct effective searches and synthesize information into a news item (e.g., newspaper article, news broadcast script). 

AASL Standards: 

Learners use skills, resources and tools to inquire, think critically and gain knowledge.

Learners use skills, resources and tools to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations and create new knowledge.



Unit Key Idea/Essential Understandings: 

Research is an inquiry-based process that requires the researcher to find, analyze and synthesize information to create new understanding.

There are many types of information sources available to the researcher.  

A researcher chooses the appropriate source(s) for his/her information need(s).




Brief Summary of Unit (Curricular Context):

Students will choose a current event of personal interest and identify a related topic to research.  From their research, they will create a fact-based news item.
They will conclude the item with their personal opinion.  








	Essential Knowledge
(What students must know.)

	Essential Skills
(What students must be able to do.)
Task Analysis/ Performance Indicators
	Assessment
(The manner in which the content and skills will be assessed.)


	
A specialized encyclopedia is distinguished from a general encyclopedia by its focus on one subject area or field of knowledge.

A periodical is a publication that is issued on a regular schedule, such as daily, weekly or monthly.

Magazines and newspapers are examples of periodicals.

Different types of periodicals serve different purposes (news and information vs. entertainment, local vs. national coverage).  

A database is an online resource in which digital information is stored and organized for retrieval.  
	
Read background information to discover key components of the topic or question.  (1.1.2)

Add and refine keywords during the research process.  (1.1.2)

Determine what information is needed to support the research and answer the questions. (1.1.3)

Evaluate and select sources based on currency, authority and alignment with research needs.  (1.1.4)

Use online encyclopedias and databases to locate information.  (1.1.8)

Apply advanced online search strategies, including subject, keyword, Boolean and use of limiters.  (1.1.8)

Use information to make judgments and form personal opinions. (2.1.3)


	 
Formative assessments such as tickets to leave to assess search strategies and source selection.

Self-reflection on the research process.

Research group feedback on topics, notes and search strategies.

Summative evaluation of bibliography.  Research grade for notes, search strategies and reflection.





	Vocabulary – Specialized and High Frequency
subject search                             keyword search            Boolean operators
database                                     periodicals
specialized (or subject) encyclopedia



	Suggested Sequence of Instructional Strategies/ Learning Experiences
(What teachers do to facilitate learning with the allocations)
	Resources/References
Denotes Required Resource


	Note taking
Plagiarism
Exploring current events
Topic selection (broad, narrow)
Source overview
Search strategies  1.  subject searching
Online encyclopedias
Specialized encyclopedia, Dewey, copyright
Non-fiction book, library catalog, ILL
Online databases, subject, keyword, Boolean operators
Noodlebib


	[bookmark: Text12]     





	
Opportunities for Differentiation:
	Misconception Alerts:

	
Topic selection
Sources – reading level, number of sources
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