Thornell Road Star
Thornell Road Elementary, Pittsford, New York
Volume VIII, Issue 5

Roger DeBell, Principal

January/February 2018

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Parents and School Community,

Contents
Principal’s Perspective 1-2
Library News…3
Reading Corner….4
Lost & Found…5
Amerks Family Night…5
Health Office…6
Girls on the Run…6
Box Tops for Education….7
PTSA News…7
Information for 5th Grade
Families…8

How worried should parents be about the amount of time their
children spend looking at screens? If you are interested in exploring
the answer to this and related questions, you are invited to attend a
free showing of “Screenagers: Growing Up in the Digital Age”
on Tuesday, February 6th at 6:30pm in the Sutherland High
School auditorium. This award-winning documentary focuses on
the over-reliance of today’s youth on technology and the effects it
has on their health and well-being. Parents and children 10 years or
older are encouraged to watch the film together. This experience
may offer a starting point for families to discuss and create a digital
use plan. There will be a question and discussion session following
the film. This special event is sponsored by the Pittsford Partnership
for Community Education.
Part of our school’s commitment to engaging students in
authentic learning through the use of technology includes
teaching students to be safe, responsible users of the internet and
social media. On Friday, February 9th, we are hosting an
internet safety presentation for our students in grades 3, 4
and 5. Pam Weaver, Director of Community Education from the
greater Rochester branch of the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children (NCMEC) will be our guest presenter.
Parents are encouraged to access the Internet Safety information
provided by NCMEC by clicking on this linkhttps://www.netsmartz.org/Educators.

…..continued on page 2
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For the third year in a row, TRES has welcomed a delegation of teachers from
Modi’in, Israel, as part of the Partnership2Gether program sponsored by The
Jewish Agency for Israel and the Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester. The
purpose of this program is for those involved, children and adults, to develop
relationships with each other as members of a global community. As a cultural
exchange, there are opportunities to learn from each other and through shared
experiences and joint projects, there are opportunities to learn with each other.
Mr. Shawn Beldue at TRE and Mrs. Liat Nathan at Asif School in Modi’in, established our first classroom-toclassroom partnership in 2015. Since it began, this partnership experience has not only flourished, it has also
been the catalyst for additional partnerships within our school and across the district. As a result of our
growing collaboration and continued partnership, Mr. Beldue and I have been invited to travel to
Modi’in during February Recess. We are very excited for this opportunity and look forward to sharing our
learning with our school community when we return.
Please note school will be closed from Monday, February 19th through Friday, February 23rd for
Presidents’ Week/February Recess. School reopens on Monday, February 26th.
As always, thank you for all that you do to support our students, our staff and our school community!
Sincerely,
Roger DeBell
Principal
Follow TRE on Twitter @PCSDThornellRd

Thornell Road Elementary School

A Learning Community Dedicated to
Teamwork, Respect and Excellence for our Students
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TRE Library News
~ Janah Autovino, Library Media Specialist

The results of our Mock Caldecott Contest are in! The students overwhelmingly selected The Antlered Ship by Dashka Slater,
which won with 171 votes! In second place, After the Fall by Dan Santat received 97 votes, and Wolf in the Snow by Matthew
Cordell placed 3rd with 48 votes. The real Caldecott Awards will be announced in early February, when we'll see if our picks
win!
We are excited to introduce our new podcast called "TRE Morning Podcast"! Each week, students will come on the show to
discuss good books they've been reading. We hope kids will tune in to learn about new books with check out. To listen, visit
the TRE Library website, and click the "Book Recommendations" link. https://www.pittsfordschools.org/Page/4190

Check It Out!
Each month, we will feature a few books and an electronic database that you and your children may enjoy. You can
visit the TRE Library website to browse our catalog and access our databases. If you have any questions, or need
passwords for database access, please call the library at 267-1725 or email
janah_autovino@pittsford.monroe.edu. All book cover images are from http://www.titlewave.com. Happy
reading!

Two Truths and a Lie: It's Alive! by Ammi-Joan Paquett
This fascinating book is filled with some really unbelievable true stories... at least some
of the stories are true. Each section includes three interesting, scientific stories. Learn
about a fungus that can control the mind of an ant, and read about a corpse flower, a
terrible smelling 10 foot flower. The author challenges the reader to figure out which
stories are true, and which are fake. At the end of the book, the author lays out the
resources that she used to collect her information. This book is very engaging and
interesting and serves as a great lesson in reading critically and not believing
everything you read.

This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids From Around the
World by Matt LaMothe
This book features seven children from the countries of Italy, Japan, Iran, India, Peru,
Uganda and Russia. Readers learn about what the kids eat for breakfast, the games they
play, what they do at school and a peek inside their homes. It is really interesting to learn
about all the ways our lives are different than those of kids from other places, and also
how similar we all are too.

Feature Online Database: Pebble Go
PebbleGo is a database specifically geared towards students in grades K-2. It helps students learn beginning
research skills, and has early reader supports like audio voice overs and text highlighting. Students enjoy using
PebbleGo because it is easy to navigate and includes really engaging topics. Each article is accompanied with a
video clip, games to practice what they've learned and activities that can be printed out. PebbleGo has four
different portals: Animals, Biographies, Science and Social Studies. Here at school, your child will sometimes
view a PebbleGo article to be introduced to a topic of study, or he or she may use it when doing research
independently. At home, children will enjoy browsing around the different articles on topics that are of
interest to them.
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Reading Corner

~Miss Samantha St. James, Reading Specialist~
Helping Your Child Improve His/her Reading Fluency
What is Fluency? Reading fluency is the ability to read a text easily. Reading fluency actually has four parts: accuracy,
speed, expression, and comprehension. Each part is important, but no single part is enough on its own. A fluent reader is
able to coordinate all four aspects of fluency.
Accuracy: Reading words correctly is a key to developing fluency. Children need to be able to read words easily without
having to stop and decode them by sounding them out or breaking them into chunks.
Rate: When children read fluently, they read at an efficient rate. This means that they read quickly. Rate does not
mean that children should read as fast as they possibly can.
Expression: Expression in fluency refers to the ability to read in a way that sounds like spoken language. This means
that the child uses appropriate emotion to read aloud, pauses for periods and commas, and emphasizes important
words. Expression also shows that the child understands what is being read.
Comprehension: Fluency is the bridge between being able to read (or decode) words and to comprehend or understand
what is read. The real goal of reading fluency is to help children read a text with ease so they can focus on
understanding what they read.

10 Ways for Parents to Help Children Build Their Reading Fluency At Home…
1. Repeated Readings: Reading and re-reading easy books is a great way to build your child’s reading fluency.
2. Model Fluent Reading: Be sure to use expression in your reading. You can even use funny voices for dialogue as you
read aloud to your child.
3. Echo Reading: You read a phrase, sentence, or paragraph aloud to model fluent reading. Your child then reads the
same phrase, sentence, or paragraph afterwards, like an echo. Continue this pattern until you have read a book, story,
or page of text with your child.
4. Read Aloud to Younger Siblings or Friends: Once your child is able to read a book fluently, ask him or her to read it
aloud to another child.
5. Poetry and Nursery Rhymes: Take turns with your child reading a short poem or nursery rhyme until he or she can
read it fluently.
6. Paired Reading: First, you will read a poem or short passage to your child. Then, you and your child will read the poem
or passage together several times. Finally, have your child read the poem or passage to you.
7. Sight Words: Review until he or she knows these words automatically.
8. Comic Strips: Read a comic strip aloud, using expression. Then ask your child to read the comic strip aloud.
9. Have your child practice reading a text aloud while riding in the car or on the bus.
10. Set aside reading practice time every day. Even 5 minutes of reading fluency practice using any of the activities listed
above will help to develop your child’s reading fluency.
Adapted from: Elish-Piper L. (2010). Information and Ideas for parents about fluency and vocabulary., Illinois Reading Council Journal, 38(2), 48-49.
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We have accumulated a number of items in our Lost & Found area.
Please remind your child to check the Lost & Found area near the
entrance to our gymnasium to reclaim lost clothing or lunch box. For
younger students, you may wish to send a note to your child’s
classroom teacher describing the item. Please note, items remaining
in our Lost & Found after Friday, February 16th will be donated. If

you believe that an item has been lost on the school bus, please call
the Transportation Department at 267-1480.

Save the date!! Saturday, March 24th is
TRE Family Night at the Amerks!
Game time is 7:05pm. Join us to cheer on the Amerks and to hear
the 4th & 5th Grade Chorus students sing the National Anthem.
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Health Education
~ Mrs. Lattuca

4th and 5th grade students started the Alcohol,
Tobacco and other drugs unit. Ask them what
they learned about smoking, second hand smoke,
alcohol and how to say “NO” in situations so they
can make healthy choices.

5th grade students will have a visit from a
Monroe County Sheriff in the month of February.

Please talk to your children about these important topics, practice learning cell phone numbers and
practice ways to say “NO” to unhealthy choices.

We inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a
fun, experience-based curriculum which creatively
integrates running.

Online registration available February 17th – March 18th
(Registration Fee $125)
Season begins: March 19, 2018
Location: Room 105/Thornell Road School ground
Meeting Days and Times: Mondays and Wednesdays 3:05-4:45pm
Final 5K: June 10th at MCC
For registration or more information visit www.gotrrochester.org
Or contact Sandy Rutledge at sthies@rochester.rr.com
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Do you have something that's time sensitive
that needs to be sent to TRE families, that
you'd like included in the TRE enews? After
school enrichment forms, PTSA events, Book
Fair dates, Sports try outs…
*Pittsford PTSA Website

*Click on enews”
*Click on “submit enews”
*Complete form and submit
The request will be sent to the school(s)
chosen or distributed district-wide.
Documents or sign-up sheets can also be
uploaded as a link.
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Are you one of the few families that still
doesn't receive TRE enews? It's a great
way to stay up to date with all things TRE
and PTSA. Sign up today!
*Pittsford PTSA Website
*Click on “enews”
*Click on “enews sign up”
*Complete form, choose all schools that
apply, and submit!

It’s time for the Winter Box Tops Competition!

Keep on clipping and saving any Box Tops! You
can attach them to the collection sheet that

your child brought home in their folder, or simply

place them all in a baggie and send them back to

school! So far this year, we have earned almost
$600. Let’s keep that number growing. Due
date for this competition is February 16th.
Thank you!!
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Current TRE 5th Grade Families
Although it's only January, your fifth graders are
beginning to prepare to transition to 6th grade at Barker
Road!
There are two things you can do right now to help make
the process go smoothly.
1. 5th Grade Transition Fun Night at BRMS
~ SAVE THE DATE!
Friday, May 4th 6:30pm
Tours, pizza, a DJ and tons of fun!
2. Attend a PTSA meeting at BRMS
Thursdays 3/15 and 5/17 at 9:30am
BRMS Meeting Room 1
Questions? Jess Izzo BRMS Co-Chair
jcizzo247@gmail.com

The TRE STAR is a monthly publication. We welcome any
contributions you may have to our newsletter!
Written content and high resolution photos would be greatly appreciated.
Deadline for submission is generally one week before the first of the month.
Please send submissions to trestarnews@gmail.com

