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Welcome back, parents and students, to a new school year.  I am glad to see that you are continuing your musical experience as members of the Mendon High School Music Program.  You will have a lot of exciting opportunities with the Concert Band, but in order to have a successful program and a prosperous year, every member of the program must read, understand and follow course expectations.  All information in this packet is also posted on my school webpage for reference (see address above).  Please read the information and sign the last page confirming your commitment to musical excellence with the MHS Concert Band.

Concert Band Course Description & Expectations:
The Concert Band is an ensemble for students in grades 9 – 12 that meets daily during 2nd period in the large ensemble rehearsal room.  This group has scheduled performances on the following dates:
*November 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS auditorium
*February 27, 2020 District Band Festival at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS gymnasium
*March 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS auditorium
April 17-19, 2020 Tentative Music Trip Dates (location TBA)
May 25, 2020 Memorial Day ceremony at 10:00 a.m. in the Pittsford Cemetery
*June 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS auditorium
June 27, 2020 Graduation ceremony at 10:00 a.m. in the RIT Gordon Field House
*required curricular concerts

These performances are formal presentations of our work and, with any formal occasion, our students are expected to present themselves in a formal way through their demeanor and their attire.  This directly reflects each students understanding of Pittsford’s curricular goal of quality performance presentation.  Students are expected to wear the following in performance:

Women:  black dress blouse with long black skirt/dress pants or long black dress, black shoes
Men:  black dress shirt (tie optional), black dress pants, black socks and shoes 

In preparation for these performances, it is expected that students demonstrate a desire to succeed.  This desire becomes evident in each students daily contribution to rehearsals, attitude and openness to constructive criticism, weekly preparation and skill reinforcement, and musical growth in lessons.  Students will receive grades on their lesson preparation and progress weekly.  In addition, students will be evaluated on performance and written skill assessments every 2-3 lessons.  It is expected that students will attend regularly scheduled lessons weekly, however make up opportunities will be available should conflicts arise.  Enrichment opportunities are also available. For a more detailed description of lesson expectations and procedures as well as extra credit assignments, see the Curricular Ensembles tab on my website.
School owned instruments, mouthpieces and accessories that are borrowed for the year are expected to be returned in the same condition that they were when assigned to the student.  Maintenance due to normal wear and tear will be paid for by the school, however the cost of damage due to neglect or carelessness must be paid by the borrower.  A record of the item borrowed (including brand and serial number as well as the condition in which it was assigned) is kept each September for comparison. 


Concert Band Goals:
In support of our PCSD Music Standards (see webpage address above), it is my goal to develop the whole musician in each student through what has traditionally been a performance-based course.  In addition to developing performance skills, it is crucial to develop analytical and creative skills as well as deepen each student’s understanding of the communicative nature of music.  I approach the whole musician by assessing the growth of specific technical and expressive skills in performance, building a strong theoretical base along with aural discrimination to better understand how music works, unlocking and guiding each student’s creative ability to find their own voice through their instrument and by exploring how the art of composition developed over time as music reflects culture.

Through a wide range of assessments (from formal written tests to student self-evaluations) covering all aspects of the whole musician, students will earn a grade based on growth and mastery of their musical skills.  Understanding that each student is at a different level of strength in the many areas of developing the whole musician, it is important that each student be evaluated on their growth as an individual and not in comparison with one another.

In addition to developing well-rounded musicians, it is my goal to program literature that creates well-rounded performances for our audiences.  For, in addition to being artists, musicians are also entertainers.  I sincerely hope that both students and community members will take pride in and enjoy the work of our young adults.


Other Instrumental Music Opportunities:
MHS offers other opportunities for students to gain more performing experience.  Students may participate in extra-curricular ensembles like the jazz band, jazz ensemble, pep band and pit orchestra with specifically scheduled performances or form chamber ensembles for our annual Prism and Small Ensemble concerts.  In addition, county (MCSMA) and state (NYSSMA) organized festivals for soloists and large ensembles are also encouraged.  See the Concert Calendar tab on my website for specific dates, times and locations.

Music Honors Distinction:
Students participating in any major performing ensemble may elect to pursue an Honors Distinction for these courses. Students may apply for participation in the fall of any year. By participating in various pre-determined activities such as solo festivals, extra-curricular performing ensembles, musicals, approved community ensembles, etc., students acquire points towards the honors distinction. Application contracts and details are available from all music teachers.
Applied Music Credit for Private Piano & Guitar Study:
New York State allows students to earn credit toward the Regents High School diploma by taking private music lessons from qualified teachers.  A prescribed set of rules and regulations governs this program.  Students in grades 9-12 at Pittsford Central Schools may earn ¼ credit per year for successful completion of all requirements of the program*.  In order to participate in this program, students must:
1.  Have completed one year of private music study as a prerequisite.
2. Take a minimum of 36 lessons (30 minutes or longer) during the school year.
3. Submit a signed practice record indicating a minimum of 5 hours per week practice.
4. Pass a performance examination such as participation in a recognized festival, recital or audition.
To enroll in this program, see me for an initial application.  This application must be filed with the Mendon Music Department Leader no later than October 28th.  A packet of materials for the student and private teacher will be issued upon receipt of the application.  

*Credit awarded for Applied Music Study does not satisfy the one credit course required for graduation by part 100 of the Commissioner’s Regulations.



Concert Band Summary:
Each student’s commitment to their own personal excellence makes them a valued member of the Concert Band.  Pooling these individual talents and striving for collective mastery of musical skills creates a deeply meaningful artistic experience and provides cherished memories for a lifetime.  I look forward to a wonderful year of music making with the Concert Band.


Mr. Paul Maguda
267-3865
Paul_Maguda@pittsford.monroe.edu
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Mr. Maguda,

	This is to verify that my parents/guardians and I have read through the MHS Concert Band information packet and are committed to meeting course expectations (specifically noting concert dates and attire, rehearsal and lesson procedures, and the discipline for personal growth) in order to contribute to the most enriching experience possible for all members of the MHS Concert Band.


Student Name (please print)_______________________________________________

Student Signature_______________________________________________________

Student e-mail__________________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________

Parent e-mail___________________________________________________________

Date_______________________



Performances:
November 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS auditorium
February 27, 2020 District Band Festival at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS gymnasium
March 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS auditorium
May 25, 2020 Memorial Day ceremony at 10:00 a.m. in the Pittsford Cemetery
June 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the MHS auditorium
June 27, 2020 Graduation ceremony at 10:00 a.m. in the RIT Gordon Field House

Please return to Mr. Maguda by September 6, 2019
