	French and Indian War
	War fought in North America from 1754 to 1763 between France and its Native American allies on one side and Britain and its allies on the other

	Tax
	Money that citizens pay to support the cost of government

	American Revolution
	War from 1775 to 1883, between the American colonies and Great Britain, that led to the establishment of the independent United States 

	Loyalist
	Colonist who supported Britain during the American Revolution

	Declaration of Independence
	Document approved on July 4, 1776, officially declaring the American colonies were breaking away from Great Britain to form a new nation

	Parliament
	Lawmaking branch of government in Great Britain

	Stamp Act
	Tax that the British Parliament placed on newspapers and official documents sold in the American colonies

	Patriot
	Colonist who supported freedom from Britain during the American Revolution

	Continental Congress
	Meeting of leaders from the 13 colonies who voted to form the Continental Army and approve the Declaration of Independence

	Battle of Saratoga
	Battle that was an American victory over the British in 1777; a turning point in the American Revolution

	Battle of Yorktown
	Final decisive battle of the American Revolution, fought in 1781, after which Britain surrendered



