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Coming up . . .
March
March 10
•
•
•
•
•

AC Book Fair, 9am-3pm
TR PTSA Meeting, 9am
JR PTSA Meeting, 9:30am
District PTSA Meeting, PR, 7-8:30pm
TR Book Fair

March 11
• AC Book Fair, 9am-3pm
• MHS/SHS College Information Night,
MHS, 7-9:30pm
• TR Book Fair

March 12

PCSD Unites Hundreds of Students Across Monroe County
to Address Race Relations at ROC2Change Event
Pittsford Central School District hosted the 9th ROC2Change
Student Summit on Race in November bringing together hundreds of
students from schools across Monroe County to engage in facilitated
dialogue with their peers related to race, racism, the implications of
internalized racism, non-racist and anti-racist behavior. Mendon and
Sutherland High Schools’ student-led committee planned the event and
chose the theme “The Power of One” as a reminder that it just takes one
person or a single action to make a positive difference.
To facilitate dialogue around race relations and “The Power of
One,” Pittsford’s student-led committee developed and ran the summit’s
program of events, including interactive group breakout sessions.
Following the breakout sessions, students developed ideas to take back
to their respective schools to inspire change. “I hope to bring back more
of a positive environment for everyone and also more sensitivity when
it comes to what we say because that is something that's needed,” said
Mendon High School student Melina Golembiewski.

Board of
Education
Nominations
Residents interested
in running for the
Board of Education
must be nominated by
petition. Petitions may
be picked up from the
School District Clerk
at the District Office
at 75 Barker Road,
Pittsford. Petitions must
comply with the current
regulations for the total
number of signatures
and addresses of District
residents. Deadline for
submission of the 2020
application is April 20
at 5 p.m.

The keynote speakers of the summit were Serve2Unite cofounders, Pardeep Singh Kaleka and Arno Michaelis. Pardeep
Singh Kaleka lost his father, Satwant Singh Kaleka, in the
Sikh Temple of Wisconsin shooting on August 5, 2012. Arno
Michaelis, a former white supremacist, helped to start a gang
back in the 1980s that produced
the shooter of that temple.
ROC2Change was
established in 2016, and each
year two summits are organized
by students who engage in
facilitated dialogue with peers,
working together to develop
plans to promote change related
to diversity and inclusion in
their schools and communities.

Budget Development Meetings
During the budget process, there are a variety of meetings held by the Board of Education prior to the
May 19, 2020, vote. Budget Work Sessions were held on February 10 and March 4, 2020, and there are
several budget development meetings remaining, as listed below. The meetings and Budget Vote/Board
Election will be held at Barker Road Middle School.

MHS PTSA Meeting, 8am
AC Book Fair 9am-3pm; 6:30-8pm
AC Family Reading Night, 6:30-8pm
BRMS PTSA Meeting, 9am
PR Talent Show, 6-8pm
SHS Musical, 7pm
TR Book Fair

March 13
•
•
•
•
•
•

AC Book Fair, 9am-12pm
PR Talent Show, 6-8pm
CRMS Gr 7 Fun Night, 7-9pm
SHS Musical, 7pm
Gr K-5 Report Cards Sent Home
MCSMA Jr. High All-County Music
Festival, Webster

March 14
• SAT, MHS, 8am
• SHS Musical, 2pm and 7pm
• MCSMA Jr. High All-County Music
Festival, Webster

March 16
• PR Gr 2 & 3 Roller Skating, 3:054:35pm
• Board of Education Budget Work
Session, BRMS Board Room, 6-7pm
• Board of Education Meeting, BRMS
Board Room, 7-9pm

March 19
• Board of Education Transportation/
Central Maintenance/Food Service
Tour 8:15am; Visit 8:30am
• MC PTSA Meeting, Cafeteria, 9:15am
• PR PTSA Meeting, 7pm
• SHS Winter Concert Part 1, 7pm

March 20
• Middle School Unified Basketball
Game, MHS, 6pm
• MCSMA Sr. High All-County Music
Festival, W. Irondequoit

March 21

• March 16 Budget Work Session: 6 - 7 p.m.

• MCSMA Sr. High All-County Music
Festival, Eastman School of Music

• April 20 Budget Adoption and Regular Board of Education Meeting: 7 p.m.

March 23

• May 11 Budget Hearing and Regular Board of Education Meeting: 7 p.m.

• AC Gr 5 Band and Orchestra Concert,
7pm
• Spring Modified B Sports Start

• May 19 Budget Vote and Board Election: 7 a.m.- 9 p.m.
For more details and to review the 2020-21 Budget Guidelines, click on the Budget Quick Link on the home
page of the District website at www.pittsfordschools.org.

PCSD at the Top in Ivy League Enrollment Ranking
In a ranking compiled by PolarisList, Pittsford Central School District was at the top of the list of
Monroe County school districts to send the most students to Harvard, Princeton and Massachusetts Institute
of Technology during 2015-2018. PCSD had a total of 15 graduates from those schools, which exceeded
the number of students coming from any other Monroe County school district during that time period.
Mendon High School had two graduates at Harvard, one at Princeton, and two at MIT. Sutherland
High School had two graduates at Harvard, six at Princeton and two at MIT.
PolarisList is the largest aggregator of Harvard, Princeton, and MIT matriculation data for U.S.
high schools.

Continuously Improving School
Safety: Emergency Alert Buttons
Installed

Attendance Boundary Review Underway
to Address Growing Enrollment at
Mendon Center Elementary School

Pittsford Central School District recently installed
Emergency Alert Buttons in every school’s main
office to serve as another layer of protection in its
school safety initiatives. These buttons supplement
a comprehensive safety and security plan that is
continually reviewed and updated to offer the greatest
level of protection for students and staff. The goal of the Emergency
Alert Buttons is to decrease the response time of first responders and
notify building occupants of an emergency in real-time.
“Safety and security is a top priority for our District,” said
Superintendent Pero. “I think of school safety in terms of layers.
The more layers we have in place, the deeper our protection and
safety,” he said.
This year alone, the District has added more security cameras,
transitioned to highly fortified Smart Card badge technology for
staff entry to buildings, continued to bolster the “See Something,

Pittsford Central
School District’s
Board of Education
announced the launch
of an Attendance
Boundary Review
Committee on January
13, 2020, to address a
growing student population at Mendon Center Elementary School (MCE)
that could exceed capacity as early as 2020-21. The committee’s purpose is
to review the MCE enrollment projections that indicate this growth trend and
make boundary revision recommendations to the Superintendent and Board
of Education by April.
The anticipated outcome of the review will be to move a small portion
of the Mendon Center Elementary School attendance boundaries to Allen
Creek Elementary School and/or Jefferson Road Elementary School

continued on pg. 2
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March 24
• SHS Winter Concert Part 2, 7pm

March 25
• NYS Gr 3-8 ELA Assessment
• SHS PTSA Meeting, Faculty Café, 7pm

March 26
• NYS Gr 3-8 ELA Assessment
• AC PTSA Meeting, 6:30pm
• MHS Musical, 7pm

March 27
• BRMS Gr 6-8 Activity Night, 7-9pm
• MHS Musical, 7pm
• CRMS Music in Our Schools Month
Assembly, during the day
• MCSMA Elementary All-County
Music Festival, SHS

March 28
• MHS Musical, 2pm and 7pm
• MCSMA Elementary All-County
Music Festival, SHS

March 30
• Board of Education Meeting, School
Report by SHS, BRMS Board Room,
7-9pm

March 31
• BRMS Gr 6 Musical, 7pm

April
April 1
• Teacher Center Policy Board Meeting,
BRMS Meeting Room 2, 3:30pm
• BRMS Gr 6 Musical, 7pm

April 2
• Third Marking Period Ends

April 3
• Schools Closed - Superintendent's
Conference Day

April 4
• ACT, SHS, 8am

April 6-10
• Schools Closed - Spring Break

April 14
• TR PTSA Meeting, 9am

April 16
• MHS PTSA Meeting, 8am
• Board of Education MC Tour 7:15am;
Visit 7:30am
• PR PTSA Meeting, 9:30am

2020

Spring

Coming up cont'd . . .
April 20
• PR Gr 1 Roller Skating, 3:054:05pm
• Board of Education Election
Petitions Due to School District
Clerk by 5pm
• Board of Education Budget
Adoption and Regular Meeting,
School Report by MC, BRMS Board
Room, 7-9pm

April 21
• NYS Gr 3-8 Math Assessment
• District PTSA Meeting and School
Budget Presentation, MHS, 7pm

April 22
• NYS Gr 3-8 Math Assessment
• BRMS Gr 5 Parent Information
Night, Auditorium, 6-7pm
• CRMS Gr 5 Parent Information
Night, Auditorium, 6-7pm

April 23
• AC PTSA Meeting, 9:30am

April 28
• PTSA Honorary Life Membership
Award Ceremony, MHS, 7pm

April 29

The Barker Blend Warms
Winter Mornings and Hearts
An innovative student-run coffee cart has
taken the chill off wintery mornings for Barker
Road staff! Every morning, students with special
needs at Barker Road Middle School sell coffee, tea
and hot chocolate to staff at Barker Road Middle
School and Barker Road East Wing. Students
greet staff, take their orders and complete the
checkout process. Barker Blend not only fosters
communication skills, but it also spreads some
daily cheer throughout the building. Proceeds
go to the Student Council which helps fund the
supplies needed to maintain the coffee cart. To see
the Barker Blend in action, visit Pittsford Central
School District’s YouTube channel to view the
“Barker Blend” video.

• PR Book Fair
• CRMS Talent Show, 7-9pm

April 30
• PR Book Fair
• SHS Senior Parent Mandatory
Meetings, 7am, 12pm, 7pm,
Auditorium
• PR Open House & Ice Cream Social,
5:30-7:30pm
• JR Ice Cream Social & Open House,
6-7:30pm
• MC Open House, 6-7:30pm

Transportation
Requests Due
April 1, 2020

Residents whose
children plan to use
Pittsford Central School
District’s transportation
next year for private
or parochial school
attendance are required
by the State Education
Department to file an
application with the
District by April 1, 2020,
in order to receive
transportation services.
The Transportation
Request Form is
available online at
www.pittsfordschools.org
in the Parent Center
under Transportation, or
by calling the Pittsford
Central School District
Transportation Office at
267-1480.

Hand Washing
Promotes Good
Health

As cold and flu season
gears up, keeping hands
clean helps to prevent
illness at home, at school,
and at work. The CDC
reminds us that hand
washing is a simple thing
and it's the best way to
prevent infection and
illness.
If clean water and
soap are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer that contains
at least 60% alcohol.
Alcohol-based hand rubs
significantly reduce the
number of germs on skin
and are fast-acting.
By practicing good
hand washing and
sanitizing, we can help
stop the spread of germs.
Here’s to a healthy season!

Park Road Student a
Winner in NFL's "Next
100 Super Bowl Contest"
Park Road
Elementary student
Jesse Jablonsky was
selected to represent
the next generation of
youth football stars at
Super Bowl 54 after his
parents entered him into
the “Next 100 Super Bowl Contest” with
a highlight reel of his best football moves.
Jesse learned of the news through a videoconference call from Buffalo Bills defensive
tackle Harrison Phillips and legends Jim
Kelly and Steve Tasker. As one of 32 kids
selected in honor of the National Football
League’s 32 teams, he appeared in a Super
Bowl commercial alongside NFL athletes
and attended the Super Bowl with his family.
The NFL launched this contest in honor of
the league’s 100th season.

Mendon High School
Recognized with AP
Computer Science
Female Diversity Award
Mendon High School has
earned the College Board AP®
Computer Science Female
Diversity Award for achieving
high female representation
in the AP Computer Science
Principles (CSP) course in 2019. Mendon
High School is one of only 818 institutions
to receive this distinction of the 20,000
institutions that offer AP courses, and one of
639 schools to receive recognition for the AP
CSP course.
“I’m proud of the role our STEM
educators have played in encouraging female
students to pursue AP Computer Science
courses and fostering the kind of creativity
and innovation that will lead to a path of
lifelong learning and success for students,”
said Superintendent Pero.

Save the Date!

Kicks for Campers
Saturday, May 9, 2020
4-8 p.m.
MHS Athletic Fields

Sponsored by Pittsford Schools and
the Urban-Suburban Interdistrict
Transfer Program, in partnership
with YMCA Camp Cory, this annual
Kickball Tournament raises money
for scholarships to Camp Cory to help
students who otherwise wouldn’t have the
opportunity to attend camp.
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Attendance Boundary Review

Continuously Improving
School Safety

with the newly defined boundaries taking effect at the start of the 2020-21 school year.
Students on the Barker Road Middle School to Mendon High School path will NOT be
impacted.

The committee’s objective is to address these defined challenges:
• Mendon Center Elementary School enrollment may exceed room capacity as early as
2020-21, and projections illustrate continued growth
• Jefferson Road Elementary School has space, and Allen Creek Elementary School has
declining enrollment

Where to find more information:

Visit www.pittsfordschools.org/attendanceboundaryreview for an overview of the
Attendance Boundary Review process, a list of committee members, a map with the area
under review, community presentations, and a comprehensive Q&A publication with
common questions and answers related to the Attendance Boundary Review process.
Updates and further information will be posted to the District website and shared with the
community via Facebook and Twitter following informational meetings and as it becomes
available.
Parents with additional questions are encouraged to contact Chief Information Officer
Dr. Jeff Cimmerer at (585) 267-1084, jeff_cimmerer@pittsford.monroe.edu; or Mendon
Center Elementary School Principal Heather Clayton at (585) 267-1401, heather_
clayton@pittsford.monroe.edu.

Informational Meetings
During the month of January, Superintendent Pero and Chief Information Officer Jeff
Cimmerer presented information during Board of Education meetings, PTSA meetings
and staff meetings. A Public Information Meeting was held on February 4, and a public
Attendance Boundary Review Committee meeting was held on February 25.
March 11 - Public Information Meeting
7 p.m. in the Mendon Center Elementary School Auditorium

Say Something” campaign, and conducted
relationship mapping at all nine schools to assess
the extent to which students can identify at least one
trusted adult at school. The high schools have an
additional alert button in the principal’s office.

When an Emergency Alert Button is pressed,
the following will occur automatically and
simultaneously:
• Call to 911 to alert emergency responders, which
automatically allows the operator to hear what’s
happening in the room
• PA announcement of a lockdown
• Visual alerts to building computer screens and
building/classroom telephones
• Email and text alerts sent to building Incident
Management Team and District administrators
The Emergency Alert Buttons have been
installed, and the program is currently being rolled
out and tested. Parent notification will occur at each
phase of the rollout.
PCSD thanks parents and community members
for the role they play in creating a culture where
students, families and staff feel valued, as this is a
significant contributor to overall school safety. As
always, if you see something, say something.
To view a video with more in-depth information
about the Emergency Alert Buttons, visit the Pittsford
Central School District’s YouTube channel.

2020

Spring
Board of Education Honors Pittsford Pride Recipients

Nine PCSD students received the Pittsford Pride Citizenship Recognition Award at the February 10, 2020, Board of Education Meeting.
These students were selected by their schools for demonstrating excellent citizenship and positive leadership. Students are chosen for this
award three times a year. For more information about Pittsford Pride, visit the District website at www.pittsfordschools.org.
To watch the video from the February 10 ceremony, please visit the Pittsford Central School District YouTube channel.

The February 2020 honorees include:
Isa Antonetti, grade 12, Mendon High School
Cate Brett, grade 5, Allen Creek Elementary School
Charlotte Engin, grade 7, Barker Road Middle School
Elle Kleindienst, grade 5, Thornell Road Elementary School

Luka Kutty, grade 5, Jefferson Road Elementary School
Kyle Legg, grade 12, Sutherland High School
Bridget Linder, grade 3, Mendon Center Elementary School
Alejandra Ochoa, grade 6, Calkins Road Middle School
Sajen Singh-Gilles, grade 4, Park Road Elementary School

New Health and Wellness Initiatives Offer Greater Social-Emotional Student Supports
Over the past several years PCSD has
continued to look at structures through the lens
of the District’s core values, mission and vision
and how to better support students. By doing
this, greater complexities in our students’ needs
have been identified, with particular focus on
social-emotional supports related to mental
health and behavioral issues.
A fundamental cornerstone of meeting
student needs is the belief that all staff members
have a shared role in supporting our students’
mental health and behavioral needs. This is
through the environment we create, interactions
with students and their families, understanding
and implementing best practices and, as
applicable, following specific intervention
plans.
In the past year, significant actions have
been implemented and new structures have been
put in place to better support students’ needs.
These changes were made possible in a costneutral manner by restructuring/re-assigning
staff to better align supports for students.

At the beginning of the 2019-20 School
Year, the following occurred:
• Health offices now operate with two nurses
at each building to better support students’
physical, mental health and wellness needs
and provide greater coverage throughout
the District. Nurses will also assist with
interventions as appropriate.
• Another significant structural change is the
increase of social-emotional supports at all
three levels.
o		 At the elementary level, two additional
behavioral specialists were added.
o		 At the middle level, one more day per 		
week of counseling was added at each 		
school with the addition of behavioral 		
support positions.
o		 At the high school level, a full-time 		
school social worker was added.
With these increases in social-emotional
supports, behavior specialists can spend time
in classes modeling strategies and practices

Join Us for a Screening of the Documentary “Like”
to Explore the Impact of Social Media on Our Lives
Pittsford Partnership for Community Education will host a screening of the
documentary “Like” on March 18 at 6:30 p.m. in Sutherland High School’s LGI.
The documentary screening, which focuses on the impact of social media on our
lives, is free and intended for parents and students in Grade 5 and older.
Research shows that more than 2 billion people have smartphones and
on average a person checks their phone 150 times every day. “Like” examines the effects of
technology on the brain and explores the impact social media can have on our lives. The film’s
mission is to educate, inform and inspire people to effectively self-regulate their screen time.
The event is sponsored by the Pittsford Partnership for Community Education, a
collaboration between Pittsford Schools, Pittsford Youth Services (PYS), and Parent Teacher
Student Association (PTSA).
For more information about the documentary, please visit http://thelikemovie.com/.

Award-winning Author Jerry Craft Visits Middle Schools
Acclaimed author and illustrator Jerry Craft was a special
guest at Barker Road and Calkins Road Middle Schools in
November. His graphic novel “New Kid,” about a seventhgrader’s struggle to adjust to a private school with little
diversity, won the John Newbery Medal for the year’s best
children’s book and received the Coretta Scott King Award for
an outstanding work by an African American writer.
During his visit, Craft talked about his work, met with
students and ate lunch with Art and Newbery Club members.
Students enjoyed having the opportunity to meet him and ask
questions. Craft’s advice to students was, “Look for reasons
you can do something instead of reasons that you can’t.”

to help staff understand and avoid triggers,
identify potential behavioral outbursts as
early as possible, and deescalate them.
This is critically important to making the
new structure a success. While behavior
specialists will at times be available to
assist with a student in crisis, the primary
responders will remain the classroom/
building staff, as appropriate, who are
directly involved in the immediate
situation. The Behavior Specialist’s primary
responsibility is to work with staff, students
and families on methods and plans for
overcoming emotional dysregulation that
manifests in behaviors that interfere with
learning, and to not necessarily be the
primary responder to such incidents.
As with any new structures, the District
will be evaluating them over the course of
the year. If implemented as envisioned, they
will have a significant impact and provide
substantial support to students, staff and
families.

SHS Student a Top 300
Scholar in International
Science Competition
Sutherland High
School student Simon
Narang was named
a Top 300 Scholar in
the 79th Regeneron
Science Talent Search
(Regeneron STS) –
the nation’s oldest
and most prestigious
science and mathematics competition for
high school seniors. He was among 1,993
students who entered the competition
from 659 high schools across 49 states,
Washington, DC, Puerto Rico, Guam and
eight countries. Regeneron STS awards
each of the Top 300 Scholars and their
schools $2,000 per scholar to use toward
STEM-related activities.
Simon was selected based on his
entry: “Modeling for Direct Drive Fusion
Implosions: Cryogenic Target Filling
at Arbitrary Viewing Angles and Yield
Prediction,” a research project on nuclear
fusion he developed while an intern at
the Laboratory for Laser Energetics at the
University of Rochester.

Summer
Enrichment
Institute (SEI)

SEI is an innovative
and creative summer
program that offers
academic, technology, art
and music classes as well
as theater opportunities
for those going into grades
K-12. Theater productions
will include “Fame” for
students in grades 9-12,
“Legally Blonde Jr.” for
students in grades 6-8,
and “101 Dalmatians” for
students in grades 2-5. SEI
will run from June 29August 8, 2020.
Registration opens
March 1. For information
regarding course offerings,
registration and musical
auditions, please visit
the Summer Enrichment
Institute webpage on the
District website at www.
pittsfordschools.org/SEI.

NY-ALERT System
for Sex Offender
Notifications

Residents of New York
can register to receive alerts
when moderate or high risk
sex offenders move into
or out of their area. The
NY-ALERT System will
send alerts through email
or as a text message, fax or
telephone recording.
Subscribers can
register for up to three areas
for notification. Areas are
defined by county, zip code
or a specific address. If a
specific address is selected,
the subscriber designates a
radius from a quarter-mile
to 25 miles around that
address.
Registration can
be completed at
www.criminaljustice.
ny.gov/nsor/. Subscribers
will receive sex offender
relocation notices when
a Level 2 (moderate risk)
or Level 3 (high risk)
sex offender listed on the
public subdirectory moves
into or out of a community
of interest. By law, the
state can only provide
information about Level
1 (low risk) offenders or
those with a pending risk
level through a toll-free
number (1-800-262-3257).
This service is possible
through a partnering of the
New York State Division of
Criminal Justice Services
(DCJS) and the New
York State Emergency
Management Office
(SEMO) which manages
the NY-ALERT system.

Spring Musicals and Dramas
SHS Musical

Students Raise Over $36,000
with Rainbow Classic and Pink the Rink Events

Pippin

March 12 and 13 at 7 p.m., and March 14 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
at Sutherland High School, 55 Sutherland St., Pittsford
Tickets: Adults $12, Senior Citizens and Students $10
On sale at www.showtix4u.com and at the door.

MHS Musical

Rent: School Edition
March 26 and 27 at 7 p.m., and March 28 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
at Mendon High School, 472 Mendon Rd., Pittsford
Tickets: $10 for students with ID; $12 for adults
On sale at www.showtix4u.com and at the door.
Recommended for ages 12 and up.

BRMS 6th Grade Musical

Guys and Dolls, Jr.
March 31 at 7 p.m. and April 1 at 7 p.m.
at Barker Road Middle School, 75 Barker Rd., Pittsford
Tickets: $8
May be purchased from 6th grade drama students, by emailing
michael_wahl@pittsford.monroe.edu, or at the door.

The Pittsford Central
School District does not
discriminate in access,
admission, employment, or
treatment of participants
in any of its programs and
activities on the basis of
race, religion, age, sex, color,
handicapping condition, or
ethnic or national origin. This
is in compliance with Title IX,
OCR Guidelines, and other
applicable federal and state
laws and regulations. Inquiries
regarding compliance
issues may be addressed to:
Michael Leone, Assistant
Superintendent for Human
Resources, Administration
Building, Pittsford Central
Schools, 75 Barker Road,
Pittsford, New York 14534.

State and National Award
Winning Publication

Every year Pittsford students join forces to rally the community together in support of two important
causes – the Golisano Children’s Hospital and the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester. The Rainbow
Classic brought basketball fans together on December 20 to watch Mendon and Sutherland Basketball
Teams go head-to-head in Varsity Girls and Boys Basketball games that raised more than $30,000 for
Golisano Children’s Hospital at Strong. On February 8, Pittsford Panthers JV and Varsity ice hockey
teams faced off against the Fairport Red Raiders in games that raised $6,000 for the Breast Cancer
Coalition of Rochester. “The way our students work together to unite the community to support these two
causes speaks to leadership and core character, and I could not be more proud,” said Superintendent Pero.

Graduation Details

Mendon High School

RIT Gordon Field House
June 27, 2020

Sutherland High School

10 a.m.
2 p.m.
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• 2020-21 Budget Planning

• Attendance Boundary Review for Mendon Center Elementary School
• PCSD Unites Students Across Monroe County for ROC2Change Summit
on Race Relations
• Board of Education Nominations
• Rainbow Classic and Pink the Rink Events Raise Over $36,000
• New Health and Wellness Initiatives for Student Social-Emotional Support
• School Safety Upgrades—Emergency Alert Buttons

