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Mesopotamian Civilizations
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I. Mesopotamia
Mesopotamia was located around the ____________ and _______________ Rivers mainly in modern day ________.   It was a region, not a nation. 
This area, together with Phoenicia/Israel, is known as the 		“____________________________”and today 	is a part of Asia called
 the _____________________
	Annual flooding of the rivers left a thick bed of mud called ____a mud-like
	substance that acted as a natural fertilizer...this created _______ land.

[image: http://www.cwemi.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Key-clip-art-simple.jpg]		_________ (defined): farmable, naturally fertile land

		
	Mesopotamian civilizations grew a _________of ________and ________. 

[image: http://www.cwemi.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Key-clip-art-simple.jpg]		_________ (defined): more than enough than is needed for your own      			             consumption

II. Sumeria
The _____________ arrived in southeastern Mesopotamia in 3500BC.
[image: http://www.language-museum.com/s/sumerian-cuneiform.gif]They settled at the mouth of the two key rivers along the _________ Gulf.
The location of “_________” caused three challenges, for which the Sumerians created three creative solutions.  

1. _____________: The Sumerians dug ____________ ditches to
carry water inland to their farms.  
2. _____________: The Sumerians built ___________ made of mud-cast bricks for defense against invaders.
3. _______________________: The Sumerians traded grain(which, they had a surplus of!), cloth and tools for _________, __________ and __________.
			Key Achievements of the Sumerians- The Sumerian civilization was far
			more advanced than any the world had seen as it developed…
1.  (
Sumerian Writing
)Advanced _______________ such as Uruk, Kish, Lagash,
Umma and Ur.  Each “____________________”had its own
government.  At the center of each city was the walled
 (
Signs of Civilization
)temple with a ________________(pyramid at its center).
2. Specialized ______________: non-farmers, artisans/craftspeople
3. Complex ________________ such as government, military and religious organizations 
4. ___________-Keeping
5. Advanced _______________- They invented the__________, the ___________ and the __________.  They were the first to use ___________ to craft items.  They also developed the first ______________ system known as ______________.   

[image: http://www.ancient.eu/uploads/images/161.jpg?v=1431030819]Sumerian religion was _______________- meaning that many different
gods were worshipped.  ____________ had much power in Sumerian
society and politics.   

III. The Akkadian Empire
The Sumerians were weakened by in-fighting amongst their city-states, 
and in 2350BC, a conqueror named __________ from __________
defeated them. 
	 he created the _______________Empire(the world's first empire)
	this empire stretched from the Persian Gulf to
	 the _______________________	Sea.    
 (
bronze bust 
of Sargon
)
[image: http://www.cwemi.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Key-clip-art-simple.jpg]		__________(defined):  a civilization that contains many different 
                                          	     races, nations or cultures under the control of
			                           a single ruler

IV. The Babylonian Empire
In 2000BC, another group of invaders eventually known as the ______________ arrived in Mesopotamia and conquered the Akkadians,
supplanting their empire.
These new conquerors made their new capital at ______________, eventual home to the “_______________________ of Babylon”, one of the [image: http://badassoftheweek.com/images/454889922613/hammurabi2.jpg]Seven Wonders of the World.
__________________ was the greatest of the Babylonian Emperors.  
He created a legal system known as _______________________ to unite
the varied people of his empire.  The law was inscribed onto stone tablets
 (
Hammurabi
)which were copied and placed around the empire.  It set forth a list of
____________ and _________________ based on the theme of an “____
for an ________.”  

V. The Assyrians
	Around 850 BC, the ____________ created an empire in the Fertile
	Crescent, Phoenicia & Israel.  Modern ________ gets its name from them.   
 They would later go on to eventually conquer _________ in North Africa.
  	
 (
What's the big deal???
 
Did you ride to school today via bike, car or bus?  The Sumerians invented land vehicles.  Can you read and comprehend a written language?(here's a hint, you're doing so right now) The Sumerians invented that too.  Do you know someone who's job is something other than farming or herding?  The Sumerians were the first to have (non-farmer) specialized workers.
)
[image: http://www.clker.com/cliparts/X/T/9/x/b/t/question-mark-blue-hi.png]
	



[image: http://faculty.sxu.edu/~rabe/asia/wasia/ziggurat.jpg]


 (
A Sumerian Ziggurat 
)
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