Advanced Placement Government
Syllabus and Expectations
Mr. Radano & Mr. Smith








"Your Attitude is Your Greatest Friend or Your Worst Enemy" 
~John C. Maxwell

The Basics

Welcome to Sutherland High School’s course in Advanced Placement Government.  You have chosen to enroll in a course that will prove both enlightening and challenging.   Signing up for an advanced-level course displays confidence and a willingness to expand your intellect beyond that which is a basic requirement. We commend you for your courage and work ethic in making that choice.   Before you proceed you must ask yourself if you are ready to handle college-level material and responsibilities, because that is the nature of this course. We do not doubt that you will find the scope and weight of this course challenging.  However, we are confident that, as a result of taking this course, your knowledge and understanding of political affairs will be well above average.  

The Advanced Placement Government Course is actually two separate entities.  The U.S. Government & Politics (‘AP GoPo’) component is taught by Mr. Radano and Mr. Smith teaches the Comparative Government & Politics(‘AP Comparative’)  piece.  The year will thus culminate in two separate A.P. exams. 

This syllabus describes elements of the courses (A.P. United States Government & A.P. Comparative Politics) that are common practices and expectations between Mr. Radano & Mr. Smith.  

Requirements

This course will involve the following, which you (as an A.P. student) must consistently attend to…
	…Lecture in which you will carefully listen and take notes regarding
	key concepts.   These Lectures will typically include…
		(A)A quiz of concepts (from lecture AND readings)
		(B)Lecture Covering Course Material
		(C)Class Discussion of Current Events in the news (govt. related)
		(D)Peer Discussion

….Video Notes that you will need to watch independently of class time.  This information is represented on major assessments so attending to it on your own initiative is essential!
…Assigned Reading which you will pursue with attention to detail, comprehension and thorough familiarity.  Some test questions will be based strictly on this material. 


Failure to attend to any or all of these requirements will certainly result in course failure.

Concerning materials, you are expected to have the following:
			one 2 to 2.5-inch binder for A.P. U.S. Government
			one 2 to 2.5-inch binder for A.P. Comparative Politics
			blue or black ink pens(for Friday assessments and tests)
			#2 pencils

Independent Study Reading, Notes and B.I.S.A.’s 

Expect to read around 15-20 pages each week.  Since we cannot cover every topic in the detail that we would like to in our limited lecture time, you will sometimes be responsible for learning items through reading that we may not discuss in class…thus the considerable reading requirement.  There may indeed be items not covered in lecture that are covered in readings that will show up on the A.P. Exam.   

You will be given a topic list for targeted reading at the beginning of each unit.  Your independent study of these topics will be assessed in a "BISA"(Book Independent Study Assessment).  You will be allowed to use notes that you have taken while reading as a reference during these assessments (so take good notes!).   These notes should be original and not created in collaboration with another student.  

Grading
The grades that you receive this year should be indicators of your ultimate progress towards achieving your best possible score on the A.P. Examinations.  

Please note that all grades for Mr. Radano’s and Mr. Smith’s assignments and assessments are placed in a common gradebook and averaged together. 

The following items are various types of graded work for our class...

	Exams:						       50% of marking period grade
	FRQ’s(Free Response Question Assessments)*:  20% of marking period grade
	Book Independent Study Assessments(BISA’s):  20% of marking period grade
	(including BISA’s*)	
	Readings						       10% of marking period grade
	
*Please note that Friday assessment days will usually include either a 20 minute BISA or a 20 minute FRQ.  Typically, these will alternate between A.P. U.S. Gov. and A.P. Comparative Politics assessments from week to week.  	

Retakes 

Students will be allowed to retake Exams, FRQ’s and BISA's for higher scores.  For regulations regarding these retakes see the "Rules for Retakes" handout.  Please keep in mind that retakes will often take a different form than the original assessment and, at teacher discretion, may involve an oral examination.  Retakes are only allowed on graded items from the current marking period.  More about retake policies will be explained at a future date.

Cellphones in the Classroom

[image: http://photos.gograph.com/thumbs/CSP/CSP391/k3911233.jpg]It is our expectation that student cellphones will not be taken out during class time (from ‘bell to bell’).  This is our default policy.  If a student requests to use their phone in SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, they MAY be granted permission to do so by the teacher on a case by case basis.  We will only say “yes” in true emergency situations or for academic reasons. 

Expectations

As the instructors of an A.P. course, we expect the following from our students such that we know that they are taking the privilege of attending an upper-level course seriously...

	Consistent and Complete Attendance: You are expected to attend every class.
In a course such as this one every class is equivalent to a week’s worth of Regents material...which you just cannot afford to miss.

	Preparation and Diligence: You are expected to prepare all assigned work with care
		and to be on time in meeting clearly articulated due dates.  

	Collegial Demeanor: You are expected to refrain from any disruptive behavior
		such as leaving or asking to leave the room during class on a regular basis.  It is
		assumed that you will act in a mature, respectful manner in class.  You will be 
open to a discussion of ideas from classmates…even those with which you disagree.  You will remain civil regardless of your passion about the topic.

         Communication and Optimism:  You are expected to put forth your best effort in this
		class and to persevere through its challenges to the end.   That means meeting
		with the instructors when need be (of your own initiative).
		
You are held responsible for all material which you have missed.  See Mr. Radano or Mr. Smith immediately if you know of an unavoidable future absence...or to discuss a past one.


This year you will be having alternating teacher/course from week to week
(either A.P. GoPo with Mr.Radano or A.P. Comparative with Mr.Smith)…

Sample Two Week Schedule
Thursday
A.P. U.S.
Government
(Mr. Radano)

Tuesday
A.P. U.S.
Government
(Mr. Radano)

Friday
A.P. U.S.
Government
(Mr. Radano)
ASSESSMENT DAY
Wednesday
A.P. U.S.
Government
(Mr. Radano)

Monday
A.P. U.S.
Government
(Mr. Radano)







Thursday
A.P. Comparative
Politics
(Mr. Smith)


Tuesday
A.P. Comparative
Politics
(Mr. Smith)

Friday
A.P. Comparative
Politics
(Mr. Smith)
ASSESSMENT DAY


Monday
A.P. Comparative
Politics
(Mr. Smith)

Wednesday
A.P. Comparative
Politics
(Mr. Smith)
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